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	[image: image1.wmf]From the Principal’s Desk…

	As we are preparing to bid farewell to the year 2008, I’d like to thank you again for your generous support and active participation in our students’ academic achievement. Here are some great news I’d like to share with you.

First of all, our top seniors who have applied to prestigious colleges and universities for an early decision or early action have been accepted as follows, so far:  Kristina Harris and Rachel Harris to Stanford University; Emily Yi to Brown University; Gregory Simonian to California Institute of Technology; Boris Kachscovsky to New York University; Chloe Cohen to Evergreen University and University of Oregon; Andrew Hill, Isaiah Muhammad, Christina Sturdevant, and Dana Vernon to Dickinson University with POSSE scholarship of $100,000; Jonathan Mendez to Tulane University with POSSE scholarship of $100,000; Morita Junko to Soka University;  Ross Chait to Oberlin University; and Chloe Kemper to Central Washington University and Humboldt State University.  Ms. Brandi Bakewell, our college counselor has been diligently working with all of our seniors to find the perfect college/university for every senior and has been absolutely successful! We will keep you posted of the great news as they come in the Main Hallway.
Abhimanyu Amarnani (12th) has been selected as a Regional Finalist in the 2008-09 Siemens Competition in Math, Science and Technology. Ahbi not only has already secured a large sum of scholarship through this competition but also the sponsoring foundation has donated $2,000 to the school’s donations account. 
Susan Kim (8th) and Thomas Cho (8th) were selected Jack Kent Cooke scholars based on their high SAT scores and academic achievements. They will be receiving personal college consultant’s services, scholarship for summer programs and computer/technology support as well until high school graduation. 
Congratulations to the LACES Mock Trial Teams! LACES High School Team placed 10th in the competition participated by over 80 high schools. This marks the best performance for the LACES team thus far. LACES Middle School Teams (A and B Teams) ended the season with excellent performance as well. Gabe Grossman (7th) received the Best Defense Attorney and Keren Yi (7th) received the Best Courtroom Journalist Award. Special thanks to the Mock Trial Coach Ray Robinson and our Attorney-Coaches Mrs. Renee Korn (mother of Adam Korn, 8th Gr.) and Mrs. Natasha Cooper (mother of Jasmine Cooper, 6th Gr.) for providing excellent training and guidance. We appreciate your dedication and support for our students! Also we are proud of Ally King (11th), the team captain for demonstrating excellent leadership throughout the season. We also thank Mr. Rusin who had coached the team for the past two years and providing a solid foundation for the team to continue.

Two major construction projects are in place and on schedule: the fire alarm upgrade and the elevator installation. Please excuse our campus’ appearance during the construction and remind the students to exercise extra caution while walking by the taped-off or fenced-off areas. Also, our swimming pool will be drained and repainted/coated during the winter break. 
On January 12, 2009, the Central District will be mailing out “School Report Card” to all parents of LAUSD. This Report Card reflects that data that were collected centrally and reports school’s performance in a way that we are not accustomed to. For example, the attendance rate on this report does not reflect the average daily attendance (ADA) but the actual percent of students whose attendance is at least 95% (fewer than 8 absences for the whole year). Therefore, instead of over 97% (ADA) for attendance report that we are used to seeing, the School Report’s attendance rate will be somewhere around 70%. Please don’t be alarmed by this. Please refer to the school website for additional information regarding this report. 
Have a wonderful and relaxing time during the holidays. I look forward to another great year with the LACES family full of heart-warming stories reflecting collaboration and student achievement. 
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Sincerely, 

Dr. Margaret Kim, Ed.D.

Principal 
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   From the LACES College Center    [image: image3.wmf]
Dear LACES Community,
We are very busy but exciting time in the College Center as seniors are starting to receive acceptance letters from colleges (Juniors this will be you next year)! ( Here is a look ahead in January for upcoming College Center events for all students. 

6th, 7th and 8th grade students

Keep working hard in your classes and enjoy your Winter Break. If you have time go and visit a college campus. It’s never too early to plan ahead!

I am still waiting for the EXPLORE results for the 7th and 8th grade students. There will be a presentation scheduled in February to discuss EXPLORE results!

9th graders

I have met with all 9th graders via the Life Skills classes. We have discussed A-G requirements, and I have given each student the assignment of finding an extra-curricular activity in which to get involved this year explore.

· PSAT results presentation by Ms. Bakewell & Gretchen Raff of Princeton Review on January 22nd at 6:30 pm in the LACES Auditorium.

 PSAT results will be distributed that evening!

10th graders

I will begin giving presentations to the 10th graders in the English classes regarding upcoming 10th grade milestones such as the CAHSEE in March and the World History Subject II Tests in June.

an extra-curricular activity in which to get involved this year explore.

· PSAT results presentation by Ms. Bakewell & Gretchen Raff of Princeton Review on January 22nd at 6:30 pm in the LACES Auditorium.

 PSAT results will be distributed that evening!
11th graders

I will meet with the 11th graders in January during a Homeroom meeting to discuss upcoming events. I will start meeting with Juniors and parents for individual appointment beginning February thru April. Princeton Review mailed home information about an SAT prep class that will be offered afterschool at LACES. Please sign up as soon as possible as space is limited.

· PSAT results presentation by Ms. Bakewell & Gretchen Raff of Princeton Review on January 22nd at 6:30 pm in the LACES Auditorium.

 PSAT results will be distributed that evening!

12th graders

Congratulations to all of those students who are receiving acceptance letters. To all of the other students, don’t worry there is a school for you!  You should all be just about finished with applications. 

· It is now time to start filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA will need to be completed online at www.fafsa.ed.gov by March 2nd, 2009. 

· The deadline for the CalGrant is also March 2nd, 2009.  There will be a Financial Aid presentation for all seniors and parents on Thursday, January 29, 2009 at 6:30 pm in the LACES Auditorium with Ms. Bakewell presenting. The CalGrant GPA verification form will be distributed to all seniors on January 29th, 2009.
Looking ahead for  ALL LACES student and parents:

College Knowledge Night will take place on

Wednesday, March 25, 2009 at LACES so mark your calendars!

Please contact Ms. Bakewell if you have any suggestions for presenters or other valuable information to share with the LACES community.

Happy New Year! 

Ms. Bakewell, College Counselor

	Librarian’s Corner

Seasons Greetings from the LACES Library! It's an honor to be part of the LACES team as your new Teacher Librarian and I'm excited to be working with our wonderful parents, faculty, and staff. I would like to encourage you to see WWW.LACESMAGNETSCHOOL.ORG for information about library policies. Plans for many welcome changes are under way, so please check the library web pages periodically for updates and information. Library pages are included under ACADEMICS.
There's lots of good news to share with you. Class visits for research are increasing and more students are visiting the library during lunch and nutrition, and before school. In addition, on Wednesday, hours have been extended until 5PM to make the library available to students with parent permission and to S.T.E.P. students. Please see the library web page for more details. 
6th graders now have the opportunity to participate in "Read To Succeed", a fun program that allows students to earn tickets to Six Flags Magic Mountain this summer. To qualify, students must read for pleasure for six hours by May 15, 2009. Students are responsible for keeping a reading time log to be signed off by a teacher or parent. Reading for homework or for class assignments doesn't count, but silent reading in Homeroom does. The library is also available for qualified reading during lunch, nutrition, extended Wednesday hours and before school. Participating 6th graders can pick up a time log/permission form in the library.

On December 8th LACES Library hosted a brown bag lunch with visiting author Sasha Watson, who discussed her new book Vidalia in Paris. Appreciative students listened to Ms. Watson read from Vidalia, followed by a lively discussion as Ms. Watson fielded questions and shared her experiences with the writing and publishing process. One lucky student won a signed copy of Vidalia in Paris as a door prize.

For two weeks around Open House in April, the library will host a new, but tried-and-true event, Mrs. Nelson's Book Fair! Please step up for volunteer opportunities during this fabulous, fun library fund-raiser. As many of you may remember, book fairs take a lot of student and parent volunteer hours, but it will be well worth it for our students. Mrs. Nelson's offers a terrific, quality book selection for both middle and high school students. 

I am collaborating with FOL, the Technology Committee and Library Advisory Committee to plan a much-needed library facility facelift and book collection upgrade. We're investigating fund raising ideas and grant opportunities, and so far, we have turned up some promising possibilities. Please check the Library web page for updates. One completed possible floor plan will be posted on the library web page and more will follow as CAD plans are submitted by several library design firms who work with LAUSD.  
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Last, but certainly not least. Thanks a million times over to FOL for the generous gift of seed money toward all the wonderful changes we are working for in the LACES Library. 

Until next time…
Yours truly,

Linda Roche, LACES Librarian
	From the Athletic Director
Girl’s Golf

Coach Gary Ino had another successful season. The team came in second in the league. Michelle Park placed third in the City Finals and qualified for the state tournament. 

Girl’s Volleyball

Coach Jeff Nakagawa coached the girls to a second place finish in league. This earned them a five seed in the playoffs. They won their first round match but lost in the quarterfinals. Next year the girls will be joining the Western league. Unfortunately Jeff Nakagawa will not be able to return next year to coach the girls. Thank you Jeff for the dedication and commitment you have shown LACES athletics. 

Cross Country

 This year we were joined by Coach Herbert Fuller. His enthusiasm and experience led our team to win league championships for Boys varsity and Freshmen/Sophomore and Girls’ Varsity. In the City Championships the Boys and Girls’ Varsity placed fourth. Sophomore Sarah Marten was a standout this season qualifying for the State Championship. Thank you Coach Fuller and all the runners for a great season and we look forward to big achievements next year.

Girl’s Tennis

Coach Jerome Auzout in his first year led the girls to a third place finish in league. The team qualified for the playoffs as a nine seed. They won their fist game at Sylmar and then lost on the next round to the top seed Carson. Three players qualified for the individual playoffs; Ivon Likomanova, Victoria Nichols and Daisha Matthews. Daisha Matthews lost in the first round in a well fought match. Ivon and Victoria advanced all the way top the quarterfinals. We anticipate good things in the future with only one senior, Allison Chen, not returning. 
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	From the Magnet Office/Coordinator, MaryJane London

Thank you to all of the families, staff and students who contributed to making our LACES Open House a success.   The LACES Open House is an annual event where prospective families interested in sending their students to our school can meet our administration, students and take a tour of the campus.  Our wonderful Leadership students, under the guidance of Mr. Rutschman and Ms. Harris, were amazingly informative and helpful in giving prospective families a tour of LACES.  

Magnet Applications:  Continuing LACES students should NOT submit a Choices application.  The Choices Magnet application is due January 9, 2009 only for students who are interested in attending LACES for the first time during 2009-2010 school year or for students wishing to apply to a different LAUSD magnet school.

[image: image12.wmf]Community Service:  I would like to invite all students and student-led groups to submit their Community Service projects and experiences for recognition.  We would like to recognize and highlight the caring students of LACES who have generously given their time to worthy causes and projects each month.  In November our LACES students participated in volunteering at the LA Mission and the Westside Thanksgiving care program.  December activities included the Environmental Youth Conference, YBS Toy Drive and the One Voice Holiday Food Drive.  Each month’s community service opportunities will be displayed in the main hallway display case.  Please let Mrs. London know of the caring work you do as a volunteer or opportunities available for our students to serve.
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We are still having major traffic congestion both before and after school.  We have once again begun video traffic enforcement.  On most days, there will be a traffic officer in front of school looking for drivers who are in violation of the law.  She will video the violation and in a few weeks, a citation will arrive in the mail.  Please follow all traffic laws including not parking in red zones, not dropping off or picking up your children while stopped at a STOP sign, not allowing your children to cross 18th Street to get in or out of your car while in the eastbound traffic lane.  There is no stopping at any time on that side of the street.  
 

It is much safer and easier on your nerves if you arrange in advance a meeting location on one of the side streets.  That way you can park and wait for your child, or even better, get out and walk to meet your child in front of school.  What a novel thought!

Spelling Bee at LACES

LACES will be conducting a 6th grade Spelling Bee.  The kick-off event will take place Friday 12/19 during periods 5 and 6 with an introduction to the Bee rules and watching "Akeelah and the Bee".  All 6th grade students will compete in a classroom Spelling Bee in January.  The top two spellers from each 6th grade English class will advance to the school Bee (Feb).  The 1st place speller from our school's Spelling Bee will go to the County Bee in March/April.  Your 6th grader will be getting some rules and words to study over the break.  Please look for the handouts this weekend.
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	Happy Holidays from the staff of the Attendance Office…

Just a reminder to parents… If you are going to pick up your child during the school day, please send him or her with a note to Attendance Office in the morning so that we can prepare the proper paper work and summons your child on time. Since October 6, 2008, the District has been capturing students' attendance 

electronically twice a day, at 10:00 a.m. And 3:30 p.m.  A recorded message gets sent out to all parents immediately after 10:00 a.m. and afterschool each day to notify students' period by period absence and tardy. Please verify the absence and send a note to clear the absence if you hear the message.

Please do not call school to confirm the reported absence or tardy. If you have any questions, please address the questions directly to Mr. Hammond, Assistant Principal.
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